Senior Seminar – Biology 496

Winter 2008
Instructor: 
Dr. Julie Korb
Class: BH 235, Thursday 12:20-2:20 pm

Office:
752 Berndt Hall

Office Hours:  R: 9:00-10:00; 2:30-3:30
If you can’t make these hours, get in touch with me so we can make other arrangements.

Contact Info.:  phone:  382-6905


  email:  korb_j@fortlewis.edu 
Course Description:
The purpose of this class is to research, design, and conduct an independent research project related to your area of interest.  The main activities this semester will be researching and writing your research proposal.  At the end of the semester, you will actually begin to do your own research.  In addition, we will also discuss life after Fort Lewis College and you will learn how to write a resume and cover letter.  I will serve as your guide during this process to insure you have all necessary components included in your research proposal, but all biology faculty will serve, at your request, as consultants on your project.  Biology is large field of study and therefore there are many things I personally have little experience with, yet others on the faculty may be experts.  It is your responsibility to contact the most appropriate faculty member for additional help outside of class if I am unable to assist you.  
We will work on the proposal in sections and therefore you will have something due every week.  The final proposal will be reviewed by several Biology Dept. faculty prior to the start of your project.  The faculty will comment on the appropriateness of the project (can it be done in the given amount of time? do we have the appropriate facilities? can the department afford the costs involved?) and will help you refine your proposal.  The last part of the term we will order the necessary supplies and equipment so that you can practice techniques and be prepared to start gathering data this summer.

Evaluation:
Class meetings are mandatory.  All assignments will be given in class.  Late assignments or drafts will receive a severe reduction in points.  An assignment or draft that is ONE DAY LATE will be automatically reduced to 50% of the points possible.  If it is more than a week late, the assignment will NOT be graded and will receive zero points.
Class attendance - 
      


   15 pts per meeting

Meetings with outside faculty member (3)
  35 pts per meeting   

Bibliography/Outline



   35 pts

Proposal - 




 100 pts for drafts of each section






             200 pts for final draft

Cover letter & resume - 


 100 pts for each final version
Policies Related to Plagiarism:
It is absolutely essential for all writing in this course to be your own.  Do not use direct quotes, copy from a website, or otherwise use information that you have not carefully paraphrased or rewritten in your own words.  I will check sources if I suspect the writing is not your own and if I find that you have copied directly from a source, you will receive a grade of 0 on that particular assignment or draft.  If you plagiarize more than once, you will be dropped from the course.

Course Schedule-Winter 2008:  (Note that the schedule is tentative, and may vary.  You are responsible for keeping informed of any schedule changes announced in class.)

	Date
	General Topic
	Assignment

	Week 1
	
	

	
	Class organization and discussion of proposed projects; library resources/interlibrary loan
	

	Week 2
	
	

	
	Individual meetings with Dr. Korb – TBA 

Meet with individual faculty members this week to discuss proposed projects
	One page project proposal due

	Week 3
	
	

	
	Individual meetings with Dr. Korb – TBA
	Revised one page project proposal based on discussion with individual faculty members

	Week 4
	
	

	
	Hypothesis as a predictive statement.
Methods/Experimental design

	Bibliography due

	Week 5
	
	

	
	Individual meetings with Dr. Korb – TBA 
Meet with individual faculty members to discuss methods
	Outline of Methods due

	Week 6
	
	

	
	Writing the Introduction/References and how to cite; Cover Letters/Resumes

	Draft of Methods 

	Week 7
	
	

	
	Individual meetings with Dr. Korb – TBA 

Meet with individual faculty members to discuss methods (Review Methods section)
	Cover Letter and Resume due

	Week 8
	
	

	
	Lab notebooks & Field journals/Project Titles
	Draft of Introduction 

	3/3-3/7
	Spring Break
	Have a safe & relaxing break!

	Week 9
	Presentation of proposals
	Diagram of experiment on overhead due



	Week 10
	
	

	
	Revised presentation of proposals 
	2nd draft of Introduction/Methods

	Week 11
	
	

	
	Final Draft of Proposal 
3 copies.  Lab & Field supplies – how do I get what I need?
	Introduction & Methods, References cited

	Week 12
	
	

	
	Individual meetings– TBA 

Proposal reviews returned
	

	Week 13
	
	

	
	Lab procedures; supplies, other details
	List of lab/field materials due, including cost break-down

	Week 14
	
	

	
	Last Day to turn in Final Proposal
	Final Proposal due 


